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Whoe'er doth with the Wine-Cup joyous fare
Like Solomon a Seal in hand doth bear. *
A king is he who holdeth it as his;
A wondrous world-displaying mirror 'tis, 2
If Solomon his Seal exist, 'tis it,
For men and genies to its rule submit.l
A wonder-moon which, when it reacheth full,
Towards one centre doth five crescents3 pull.
It puts to shame the radiant moonlight's sheen;
Its every bubble fortune's star is e'en.
It taketh every beggars's hand it sees,
It succours eveiy wight who sorrow diees.
They therefore in its service kiss the ground,
And none hath lauds enow to praise it found.
Good luck it brings where'er it foots it free,
Jem's bowl a juggler at that feast would be. 4
With smiles the feast its advent doth acclaim,
As smiled for Abraham the garth of flame. 5
Its musky breath perfumes the banquet's soul,
Its advent doth the men of heart console.
What beauty! when unveiled it doth appear0
Both sun and moon it bringeth to the sphere.'
The comrade 'tis of merchants of Cathay,
And so it openeth musk-pods alway.8

1  For the legend of Solomon's Seal and its wondrous virtues, see p. 39, n. I.

2  For the legend of Alexander's Mirror, wherein was shown everything that
happened in the world, see vol. I, p. 284 and p. 278.

3  i. e.  the four  fingers  and the  thumb, which are curved (like crescents)
round the full glass when raising it to the lips.

4  Jem's  Cup,  for  all its  virtues  (for  which  see  p.   71,  n.   i), would be
nothing more  than  a juggler (who plays tricks with cups and bowls) at the
feast where this Cup is present.

5  An  allusion  to the legend of Abraham and Nimrod's fire, for which see
p. 253, n. 7.

6  i. e. when the wine is poured foith fioni the flagon.

* These beautiful and glorious objects being fain to gaze on its beauty 5
but here the 'sphere' (secondarily) represents the glass; the 'sun', the wine*
and the (crescent) 'moon', the curved fingers, as explained in n. 3 supia.

8 For the relation between Cathay and musk see p. 112, n. 4. The idea
here is merely that the cup full of wine is flagrant.